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PREFACE 

This Reader is the outgrowth -^^f many years ex- 
perience in teaching beginners to read. 

The lessons are, as nearly as could be given, 
actual lessons used in the school-room. 

An effort has been made to give lessons that are 
full of life and of interest to children, and at the 
same time to use all words introduced often enough 
to fully establish them in the child's visual and 
written vocabularies. 

It is hoped that the lessons will be suggestive of 
the possibilities of arousing the mental activities of 
the child through those things which delight his 
heart. The reading lessons are drawn largely from 
directed play, by which means the question of ex- 
pression in reading is solved. 

Lessons pertaining to the different seasons of the 
year, and to the special days usually observed in 
the first year's work, are introduced to supplement 
language exercises. In many of the lessons sugges- 
tions are given of the possibilities of heart culture, 
which should always receive due attention. 

Believing that the beauty element in nature lessons 
is the only part of this work that is suitable for the 
first school year, little else on that subject is given. 
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Through these lessons the child is led to see the 
handwriting of God's love in the beauty of natural 
objects — the flower, the tree and the sun-set. 

As children are fond of rhyme and rhythm a num- 
ber of the Mother Goose melodies are introduced, 
and also a few poems which are for memorizing. 
Childhood is the poetic period; poetry presented at 
this stage forms taste and ideals. 

Though the teacher gives daily reviews, formal 
reviews, at convenient intervals, are profitable and, 
consequently, are given. 

Phonics has a very important place in the first 
year's work. Suggestions are given elsewhere re- 
garding its use. Diacritical marks have little or 
no place in the first year's work, therefore they are 
omitted. 



FOR THE TEACHER 

The province of the First Reader is, in the first 
place, to teach beginners to know words in relation 
to expressed thought ; that is, thought as expressed 
in the sentence. In the second place, it is to give 
the child a visual vocabulary and a written one out 
of his spoken vocabulary, and to expand his general 
vocabulary. 

The spoken vocabulary of a child is always in 
advance of his visual vocabulary, and the visual is. 
in advance of the written vocabulary. When a 
child begins to read, these differences are very 
marked, but as his school experience increases they 
become less. For months after a child begins to 
read, there are many words used in reading and' in 
language lessons that he will be able to call at 
sight, but which he will not be able to write from 
memory. By the close of the first school year, how- 
ever, he should be able to recognize all the words 
in the First Reader and to form others. 

It has been our endeavor to write a reader with 
lessons drawn from childhood experiences, so that 
the child may understand and feel what is said, and 
consequently give fluent expression to the thought. 

As the sentence is the unit of thought, so the 
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sentence is taken as the unit of expression. From 
the first, the lessons are given in sentences instead 
of isolated words. The importance of this method 
cannot be too strongly urged, for in so far as the 
teacher correctly comprehends it, and accordingly 
teaches the lessons in reading, will he successfully 
accomplish results. 

The lessons are suggestive of the many ways of 
inciting the interest of children and of stimulating 
their desire to learn — which is of greater importance 
than the knowledge acquired. 

The reading lessons for the first four or six weeks 
should be given in script on the black-board. These 
lessons are to be made up from the actual experiences 
of the children. All action words should be taught 
by having the children perform the actions and then 
by using them in sentences placed on the blackboard. 

As script has been used from the first sentence 
written, it is not necessary to place script in the 
Reader. The transition from script to print is 
easily made as follows: 

When the children are given the Reader, which 
is from four to six weeks after entering school, they 
should have a visual vocabulary of from fifty to 
sixty script words. In making the transition from 
script to print, the first lesson in the book is written 
on the black-board. The teacher then points to the 
different sentences and asks the children to find a cer- 
tain sentence on their books. Then she calls for it 
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to be read. Continue this method until they read 
the print as readily as the script. 

The picture of the Madonna should suggest to 
the teacher the sweet story, which is always new — 
the birth of the Christ. On the opposite page is 
another picture of mother's love which will take him 
into his home experiences. During this conversation 
on mama and baby, the teacher should rapidly draw 
the picture of mama on the board, and then behold 
their delight when she says, " Now, we have mama 
here with us." By questioning, the teacher gets from 
the class the sentence she wishes to write on the black- 
board, but before writing it she should have a number 
of children repeat the sentence. Then she says, " I 
will have the crayon say that on the board, and you 
may tell me what it says." In this way, the sentence 
as a whole is. learned as readily as one word is 
learned. 

From experience I am fully convinced that visual 
spelling should predominate in the first few months 
of school. Afterwards, phonic spelling should grad- 
ually gain the ascendency. By a generous use of 
visual spelling, with proper stimulus, the children 
get the word readily and without conscious effort. 
This teaches concentration of thought and quickens 
mental action. 

No place has been given diacritical marks in this 
book as the use of them is conceived to cause too 
great an expenditure of mental energy to little pur- 
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pose. Instead of diacritical marks a few simple 
rules for pronunciation are given. 

e at the end of a word makes the middle vowel long : as in 

take, here, ride, rode, tune. 
Without the final e the vowel is short, as in mat, met, hid, 

rod. 
e, i, 0, u before r = 8 sound in her, bird, worm, urn. 
u before r has a broader sound than e, i, or o before r. 
a before r has the H as in car. 
a before 11 has the a as in all. 

The use of the digraphs and diphthongs is impor- 
tant, as, 



ea = e as in dear 
oa = 5 as in boat 
ay = a as in may 
ow = as in snow 
00 as in book 
o"b as in moon 
ee = 6 as in see 
ie = i as in pie 
au = a as in Laura 
aw = a as in lawn 
ai = ft as in wart 



ou as in out 
ow as in cow 
oi as in oil 
oy as in boy 



ph = f as in phone 
sh^as in shall 
ch as in child 
th as in those 
th as in thin 
wh as in when 
ck as in back 
ng as in ring 
gh has sound in 

the middle of a 

word 



M. Halley, 

Huntsville, Texas. 
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See Mama. 
See Papa. 
See Baby. 
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See Mama. 
See Papa. 
See Baby. 
See May. 
See Tom. 
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See baby. 
See the dog. 
See the kitty. 
I see the baby. 
I see the dog. 
I see the kitty. 
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I can see kitty. 
I can see the bird. 
I can see the dog. 
I can see the baby. 
Can baby see kitty? 
Can the dog see kitty? 
Can Tom see May? 
Can May see the bird? 
Can Mama see Papa? 




a kitty 



a bird 




I see a 




a dog 



(To he memorized.) 

" Baby had a hobby-horse, 
And it was dapple-gray; 

His head was made of pea-straw, 
His tail was made of hay." 
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I see a bird. May. 
The bird has a nest. 
The nest is in the tree. 
The bird is in the tree. 
I see the mama bird, Tom. 
I see the papa birds. 
Mama, see the bird. 
See May and Tom. 
Mama, see the nest. 
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Tom has a book. 

Tom has a dog. 

Tom has a flag. 

I can see Tom's book. 

I can see Tom's dog. 

I can see Tom's flag. 

The dog can see Tom's flag. 

Can Mama see Tom's book? 

Has Tom a kitty? 

Can Tom see the kitty? 

The kitty is in the tree. 
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I see a •^^^O and a 
A bird is in the tree. 
The bird has a nest. . 

May is in the 

I see Tom and May. 

Tom has a book and a 

Baby has a doll. 

May has a doll and a doll 

I see a bird and a nest. 

The bird can fly. 

I see a >i^ and a 

The bee can fly. 

The bee is in the 

I can see my papa. 

Papa has an Y/yi and a 
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Tom has a book. 
I can see his book. 
Tom has a dog. 
I can see his dog. 
His dog is on the rug. 
I can see the rug. 
Tom can see the book. 
Tom can see the dog. 
The dog can see Tom. 
Can the dog see the book? 
Can May see the rug ? 
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swing 
girl 
boy 
here 



Here is a tree. 

Here is a swing. 

Here is a girl. 

Here is a boy. 

The girl can swing. 

The boy can swing. 

The girl is in the swing. 

The boy can swing the girl. 

The girl can swing the boy. 

The girl is May. 

The boy is Tom. 

May can see Tom swing. 
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have 
hoop 



I have 

Here 
I have 

Here 
I have 

Here 
I have 
I have 
I have 
I have 

Here 
I have 

Here 



slate 
apple 

a doll. 

is my doll. 

a ball. 

is my ball. 

a slate. 

is my slate. 

a kitty. 

a bird. 

an apple. 

a kite. 

is my kite. 

a hoop. 

is my hoop. 



ball 
kite 




a doll 

a 

a ball 




a slate 




a kite 



a hoop 
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You shall have an ( ) 




You shall have a 
You shall have a ball 

when papa comes. 
Do you see mama? 
Do you see baby? 
Do you see May and Tom? 
Do you see my apple? 
Can baby see my apple? 
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REVIEW 

Tom has a book and a slate. 

Do you see his book and slate? 

His book is on the slate. 

You shall have his book and slate. 

May has a doll and a kitty. 

The kitty is in the tree. 

The doll is on the rug. 

You shall have the doll. 

I have a flag and a ball. 

Can you see the flag and the ball? 

Can you see the swing? 

Do you see May in the swing? 

I see a girl and a boy. 

I see a bird in a tree. 

Mama can swing May. 

Baby has an apple and a plum. 

Tom has a kite and a hoop. 
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Here is my apple. 

I like apples. 

Here is my plum. 

I like plums. 

Here is my banana. 

I like bananas. 

My apple is red. 

Will you have a banana? 

I will give it to mama. 

Will you have an apple? 

I will give it to baby. 

Will you have a plum? 

I will give it to papa. 
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round 

See this bee! 
It can fly. 
It will fly. 
See my kite! 
It can fly. 
I will fly it. 
See this bird! 
It can fly. 
It will fly. 
See this hoop! 
It is round. 
I will roll it. 
See the ball! 
It is round. 
I will roll it. 
See the moon! 
It is round. 



moon 



roll 



a bee 





a kite 



a bird 




a hoop 

a 

a ball 




the moon 



OUR COUNTRY'S READERS 



27 




I have a pretty dog. 

His name is Fussy. 

Can you run Fussy? 

Can you catch kitty? 

See Fussy run! 

See kitty run! 

Run, kitty, run ! 

Run, and Fussy will catch you. 

Can Fussy catch the ball? 

Run and catch Tom, Fussy. 



28 



OUR COUNTRY'S READERS 




.; rjvf' 



Can Tom catch May ? We shall see. 

Who will be Tom? Who will be May? 

Run! 

Can the dog catch the rat? 

We shall see. Who will be the dog? 

Who will be the rat ? Run ! 

Can the kitty catch a bird? 

We shall see. Who will be the kitty? 

Who will be the bird? 

Run, little kitty; fly, little bird. 

Can the boy catch the ball? 

We shall see. Who will be the boy ? 



OUR COUNTRY'S READERS 



29 



f^^^^ riiji^a*k£i±;_ 




pony 
ride 
m Jack 

. say 
ducks 



See the pretty pony. 

Tom and Ben can ride the pony. 

It is Tom's pony. 

His name is Jack. 

Tom and Ben can ride on Jack. 

Mama and baby can ride on Jack. 

Baby likes to ride on Jack. 

"0 Jack, Jack, Jack, 
Come back, back, back; 
run little ducks. 
Say quack, quack, quack." 
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Who is under the tree ? It is May. 
She has a play-house under the tree. 
May likes to play in her play-house. 
How pretty her doll is! 
The doll's name is Belle. 
Belle has a little buggy. 
Will Belle ride in the buggy? 
May will roll the buggy and give 

Belle a ride. 
Tom will swing May and Belle. 
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May has come to the house. 
She will play in the house. 
She will roll the buggy in the house. 
Belle will ride in the buggy. 
Can you see Belle's buggy? 
Baby doll, do you want to swing? 
May will give you a ride in the swing. 
Go to sleep, baby doll, and May 

will sing to you. 
May can swing her baby doll. 
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j^\ 


parrot 


jd^^.jf^ 


_ talk 
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big 
box 
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look 


^1 


at 


Look at my pretty bird. 




It is a parrot. 




My parrot can talk. 




My parrot will talk to the 


kitty. 


My bird can talk to Tom. 




My bird is in the tree. 




The kitty is on the rug. 




I have a big apple. 




I shall give my apple to May. 


My mama can sing. 




My mama is in the house. 




Mv ball is in the box. 
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See the boys play. 
The boys are Ben and Tom. 
Ben has come to see Tom. 
Tom likes to have Ben come. 
Can you catch the ball, Ben? 
Throw it to me and see. 
Tom throws the ball to Ben. 
Ben catches it. 
Ben throws the ball to Tom. 
Tom catches it. 
Tom throws the ball up and 
the boys run to catch it. 
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SO flew up too 

Fussy runs, too. Fussy likes to play 

ball. 
The boys like to fly the kite, too. 
Run, Tom, so the kite will fly up, 

up, up. 
Tom ran and the kite flew away 

like a bird. 

(To be read to the children.) 

"Fly away, away kite. 
Fly away, away ! 
Like a painted bird, kite. 
With your tail so gay. 

Round the happy sun, kite. 
As if you flew with wings ; 

Up among the bright clouds. 
Where the sky-lark sings." 

PHONIC EXERCISE 

play run gun ride kite 
gay fun pun side bite 
day sun bun hide mite 
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REVIEW 

The boys ride on the pony. 
The girls play in the play-house. 
The slate is on the box. 
The birds sing in the tree.' 
The ducks say "quack, quack." 
The dogs sleep on the rug. 
The flag is on the house. 
The doll is in the swing. 
The hoop and the ball roll. 
The boys like to play ball. 
The pretty book is under the box. 
The birds fly up and sing. 

The dog runs the cat, 
Kitty runs to me; 

Come play on the mat. 
So mama can see. 
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BIRDS 
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(To be read by teacher and answered by children.) 

Show me the eagle, 
Show me the red-bird, 
Show me the owl. 
Show me the mocking-bird, 
Show me the parrot. 
And the fine pea-fowl. 

Where was the eagle ? 
Where was the owl ? 
Where was the parrot? 
And the fine pea-fowl ? 

The eagle was on the wing. 
The owl was in the tree, 
The parrot was saying, 
" You are not as fine as me," 
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ran 
saw 
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they 
no 



aU 
best 



eagle 

yes 




Ben, Tom, and May ran to see the 

birds. 
They saw the eagle. 
They saw the red-bird. 
They saw the parrot. 
Tom likes all the birds. 
"Do you like the red-bird best, 

Tom ? " 
" No, I like the eagle best." 
" Do you like the eagle, Ben ? '■ 
" Yes, and I like the parrot." 
" Can a parrot fly up like an eagle ? " 
" No, a parrot talks." 




man 



See this elephant. 
He is a big elephant. 
His name is Jumbo. 
Can a man ride an elephant ? 
Yes, this man can ride Jumbo. 
We saw Tom and Ben ride Jack. 
Can they ride Jumbo ? 
Yes. Jumbo is a kind elephant. 
All the boys like to ride. 
The man will let them ride on kind 
Jumbo. 
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November 
sunshine 
Thanks- 
giving 
thankful 
God 
friends 
everything 
what 



This is November. 
Thanksgiving comes in November. 
What have we to be thankful for? 
We will name what we have to 

be thankful for. 
We are thankful for kind mamas 

and kind papas. 
We are thankful for kind friends. 
We are thankful for pretty books. 
We are thankful for the sunshine. 
We will thank God for everything. 
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leaves 

wind 

said 

with 

away 

- .v^ '■ -v^'mi^u '^v yellow 

>i..uo>t^.!., -:'-^ '•^- - - are 

See the pretty tree, Tom. 

See the pretty leaves. 

The wind said, " Come little leaves, 
come with me." 

The little leaves flew away with the 
wind. 

The leaves play in the wind. 

The little leaves play like birds in 
the wind. 

The yellow leaves are little yellow- 
birds. 

The red leaves are little red-birds. 
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your saying 

Fly away, little red-birds, 

Fly away to your nest. 

Fly away to your baby birds. 

Fly away little yellow-birds, fly away, 

Fly to your baby birds. 

Away flew the birds. 

Tom and May ran away, saying: 

(To be memorized.) 

Once I knew a little bird, 
Come hop, hop, hop. 
So I cried, little bird. 
Will you stop, stop, stop ! 

I was going to the window. 
To say, " How do you do ? " 
When he shook his little tail. 
And away he flew. 





PHONIC EXERCISES 




pop 
hop 


tail 
sail 


way 
day 
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You pretty little squirrels! 

Can you run in the tree? 

Do you like to run and play? 

I have a nut for you. 

Will you come for it? 

I will not catch you. 

You are bad squirrels to run away. 

I have come to play with you. 

Is your nest in the tree? 

Will you let me see your nest? 

Let me see you run to your nest. 

I want to see your baby squirrels. 

Are they pretty baby squirrels? 
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Do you see my pets? 

They are Fussy, Fido and Kitty. 

I have come to play with them. 

We play with a ball. 

Sit up, Fido, and be a good dog. 

I do not like bad dogs. 

Are they not good little dogs, Kitty? 

Kitty plays with Fussy and Fido. 

Fussy and Kitty are good friends. 

Kitty sleeps with Fussy. 
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See the pretty little kittens! 

One is white and one is black. 

The black kitten is in the chair. 

What do they see? 

They see May and Tom. 

They are May's kittens. 

They play with May and Tom in 

the house. 
Tom rolls the ball and the kittens 

catch it. 
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REVIEW 

Fido can not catch Kitty. 
The squirrels do not like' Fussy. 
I saw an elephant and an eagle. 
The black and the white kittens 

are good friends. 
See the pet squirrel sit in the chair 

with a nut! 
Some leaves are yellow. 
Some leaves are red. 
The wind plays with the leaves. 
Thanksgiving comes in JSTovember. 
God is kind to give the sunshine. 
We are thankful for everything. 



have 


having 


do 


doing 


ride 


riding 


go 


going 


play 


playing 


eat 


eating 
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See the elm. 
See the oak. 




The banana tree is pretty. 
I like apples and pears. 
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maple oak poplar 


pine 


elm pear fir 


many 


Find the oak tree. 




Find the fir tree. 




Find the elm tree. 




Find the maple tree. 




Find the poplar tree. 




Find the banana tree. 




Find the apple tree. 




Find the pear tree. 





How many trees did you find? 
How many birds did you find? 
How many squirrels did you find? 
How many boys did you find? 
How many books have you? 
How many slates have you? 
How many kites have you? 
How many balls have you? 

TTrnx/ mfi.nv Vinnna linvp vnn 
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How many hoops have you? 
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What a dear girl Ruth is! 

See this pretty rose! 

It is a fine red rose. 

What a pretty red it is! 

Where did Ruth get it? 

Her mama gave it to her. 

Ruth gave it to her teacher. 

When Ruth gave the rose to her, 
the teacher said, "Oh, thank you, 
Ruth; how pretty it is?" 
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(To be memorized.) 

Good morrow, little red rose, 
I pray thee, tell me true. 

To be as sweet as a sweet red rose 
What must a body do? 



To be as sweet as a sweet red rose, 

A little girl like Ruth 
Just grows, and grows, and grows, 
and grows, 

And that's what she must do. 





PHONIC EXERCISE 


rose 


grow 


growing 


close 


grows 




nose 


throw 


throwing 


prose 


throws 




hose 


blow 


blowing 
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Look at the dear old cow. 

Her name is Rose. 

She has come to drink. 

She gives us milk to drink. 

Baby likes milk, and kitty likes 

milk. 
Frank will come for the cow. 
He will milk the cow. 
He will let Ruth drink some milk. 
He will feed the good old cow. 
He will feed his pony, too. 
He will ride his pony to the house. 
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Final e lengthens 


middle vowel. 




mat 


mate 


rod 


rode 


rat 


rate 


hid 


hide 


fat 


fate 


bid 


bide 


3at 
lat 


3ate 
late 


bit 
kit 


bite 
kite 


bad 


take 


rob 


robe 


bat 


cake 


cut 


cute 


cat 


Kate 


tun 


tune 


hop 
pop 
stop 


hope 
pope 
pole 


mop 
trot 
drop 


mope 

stole 

mole 


Final gh 


, or in middle of word, 


silent. 


high 
sigh 
nigh 


light 

might 

night 


right 
tight 
bright 


day 

pay 

stay 


lay 
nay 
play 


dry 
buy 
try 


sky 
my 

by 


teach 


read 


ear 


read 


reach 


eat 


hear 


bead 


preach 


seat 


dear 


lead 


The diphthong ea 
The diphthong ay 


= e sound. 
= a sound. 
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How many noses have you? 
I have one nose. 

How many eyes have y^J ( 




you? 
I have two eyes. 

How many trees are 

there ? 
There are three trees. 

How many children 

are there? 
There are four 

children. 

How many apples 

are there? 
There are ^yg apples. 

How many eggs are 

there ? 
There are six eggs. 



^;^ 



^T 



"^ 






. > 
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frost ears does 

toes bites makes 

Jack Frost has come. 

What will the bee do? 

Jack Frost has come. 

What will the birds do? 

Jack Frost has come. 

What will the squirrels do? 

Jack Frost has come. 

What will the girls and boys do? 

What does Jack Frost do? 

He bites my toes. 

He bites my ears. 

He makes them red. 

He bites the nuts and the leaves. 



ear 


bite 


make 


ears 


bit 


makes 


hear 


bites 


take 


hears 


nose 


takes 
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into hive warm fall 

South. hollow know 

He bites the leaves and nuts. 
He makes the bee go into its hive. 
It is warm in its hive. 
He makes the little birds come 

South. 
It is warm in the South. 
He makes the squirrels go into an 

old hollow tree. 
They have a warm nest in the old 

hollow tree. 
They have nuts in the tree. 
He makes the boys and girls run 

into the house to get warm. 
They will not let Jack Frost come in. 
They know he makes the nuts fall. 
Do you like to look for nuts under 

the trees? 
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REVIEW 

Did you see the pretty trees ? 

Did you find the elm, the oak and 

the maple? 
The little birds have nests in the 

poplar. 
]S"ame all the trees you can. 
When do the leaves get red and 

yellow ? 
"Oh, thank you, dear Ruth," the 

teacher said, 
Frank feeds the old cow. 
She gives milk for baby to drink. 
The bee-hive is a hollow tree. 
The birds know it is warm in the 

South. 
Jack Frost bites our toes, ears and 

noses. 
"We say oh, oh, and away we go. 
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teach 

spell 

draw 

school 

read 

home 

This is the school-house. 

The children are in school. 

They love their teacher. 

The teacher said, " I will teach you 

to read and to spell. 
I will teach you to sing and to draw." 
The children like to read and to 

spell. 
They like to sing and to draw. 
The children will draw a squirrel and 

take it home to mama and papa. 
I will let May have my book. 



58 



OUR COUNTRY'S READERS 




goat 

cart 

him 

past 

fine 

work 

wagon 



Frank, come and see my goat and 

cart. 
Where did you get them, Tom ? 
Papa gave them to me. It was kind 

of papa to give them to me. 
Do you like my goat and cart, Frank? 
Yes, and I want a goat and cart, too. 
You shall ride with me, Frank. 
Do you want to go? 
Oh, yes ; I want to go. Let him go 

fast, Tom. 
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Will your goat run away, Tom? 
You know Frank's ran away with 

him. 
Oh, no, I shall teach my goat to be 

good. 
Your goat is a fine goat, Tom. 
I want papa to get me a goat. 
I shall have to teach my dog to 

work to my wagon. 

(To be memorized) 

Tom, Tom, the piper's son. 
Stole a pig and away he run! 
The pig was eat, and Tom was beat 
And Tom went roaring down the 
street. 

Little Jack Horner 

Sat in a corner 
Eating Christmas pie. 

He put in his thumb, 

Pulled out a plum 
And said, " What a good boy am I." 
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(For concert drill.) 

Rum, dum, dum, dum, 
See, the show has come! 
With a lion and a camel, 
Rum-a-dum-a-dum, 
See the show has come ! 

Rub, dub, dub. 

There's the lion's cub! 

How the monkeys climb and chatter ! 

Hear the big drum clatter, clatter! 

Rub-a-dub, dub. 

There's the lion's cub. 

Run, run, run. 
Quick, to see the fun! 
Little ponies gayly prancing; 
Big elephants a-dancing. 
Run and run and run. 
Quick, to see the fun ! 
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Did the children go to the parade? 
Oh, yes; the teacher let them go. 
The children came back to school 

and told the teacher all about it. 
She let them talk about what they 

saw. 
She told Frank to name all the 

animals he saw. 
How many did he name, Tom? 
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out camel lion as 

How many want to go to the show ? 

Do all of you want to go ? 

Yes, we all want to go. 

Let us play parade. 

We will get out the animals? 

Who can get them out as they 

came in the parade? 
Ruth may get them out. 
Who will be the elephant? 
Who will be the camel? 
Who will be the lion? 
Who will be the horse? 
Who will be the eagle? 
Who can draw the elephant? 
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sang 
happy 

gay 

See! the children are playing a 
game. It is a bird game. 

Ruth is a dear little bird. 

She has a nest of baby birds. 

Do you see the nest of baby birds? 

She comes to get crumbs for them. 

The teacher says, "Here, little bird, 
here are some crumbs for you." 

Ruth flew away with a crumb, and 
the children sang: 

"Fly little bird, oh, fly away, 
Fly little bird, so happy and gay." 
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gone 

went 

was 

thing 

or 

which 

till 

show 

clown 

The show has come and gone. 
How many went to the show? 
What was the best thing in the 

show? 
Which was best in the parade? 
Which animal did you like best? 
Draw it for me. 
Was there a lion? 
Did you see the clown? 
What did the clown do? 
You may tell us, Ben. 
Did Tom ride to the show in his 

cart? 
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jump 
hop 
over 
time 
leap- 
frog 
stop 
ii hill 

The boys are having a fine time. 
They are playing hop, and jump, 

and run. 
Fussy runs and jumps with the boys. 
Frank jumps over Tom. 
Ben can jump over two boys. 
They say they are playing leap-frog. 
They run up the hill. 
They run, and run. 
They play horse. 
They hop, and hop, and hop, and 

mama says, "Oh, stop, stop, stop!" 
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park 
balloon 
time 
had 
were 
but 
bear 
at 

Ben came to see Frank. 
Mama let them go to the park. 
They had a fine time in the park. 
There were many things to see. 
They went to look at the squirrels, 

but the squirrels were not out. 
They went to see the baby bear. 
All the children went to see the 

baby bear. 
Papa bear is not kind to his baby. 
The man can not teach him to be 

kind. 
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They saw the big swing in the park. 
They liked to see the children 

swing. 
But, best of all, they saw a man go 

up in a balloon. 
Frank and Ben went back home. 
Frank said, " Oh, mama, we saw a 

man go up in a balloon. It went 

up over the trees, and away it 

flew like a bird. 
We are so glad you let us go to the 

park. 
We had a fine, fine time." 



sing 


thing 


ink 


ring 


swing 


pink 


king 


bring 


drink 


wing 


string 


think 
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gate 

hair 

when 

meets 

put 

cradle 

rock 

A TRUE STORY 

This is Fido. 

He is my pet dog. 

He has pretty black hair. 

He likes to play with me. 

He can play ball with me. 

I throw the ball and Fido runs for it. 

He runs to the gate with me when 

I go to school. 
He meets me at the gate when I 

come home from school. 
I have a cradle for him. 
I put him in his cradle and rock 

him to sleep. 
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REVIEW 

The children have come home from 

school. 
Can Ben teach Fido to read, spell 

and draw? 
My goat can draw the cart fast. 
I can work him to a wagon, too. 
She told about the animals in the 

parade. 
Tom said, two, four, six — six ele- 
phants in the parade. 
We saw a lion, a camel and a bear. 
The gay and happy children gave 

the birds crumbs in the park. 
The clowns played leap-frog in the 

show. 
The balloon went over the hill. 
May put her doll in the cradle and 

rocked it to sleep. 
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Christmas 

Santa 
Claus 

glad 

soon 

am 



" See this pretty Christmas tree ! 

Christmas will soon be here. 

How glad I am ! " said Tom. 
" Let us name the things we want." 
They looked at the tree a long time. 
They saw many things they wanted. 
They talked about the tree, and 

about Santa Claus. 
When they went home, they told 

mama and papa about it. 
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write tea-set horn 

cry that get 

They said, "We will write to 
Santa Olaus to-day, and tell him 
what we want." 

May said : — 

"Dear Santa Clans, — 

" I want a big doll, and I want a 
little doll that can cry. I want a 
doll-buggy, and a swing for my 
doll. I want a little tea-set. Santa 
Clans, I shall be glad to get what 
you bring me. 

" Tom wants a ball, and a wagon, 
and a horn and — oh, yes, Santa 
Clans, I want a horn, too. 

" May." 
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eve 

hung 

their 

stockings 

stay 

awake 

been 

watch 



It is Christmas Eve. 

The children have hung up their 

stockings. 
Baby has been asleep a long time. 
May and Tom want to stay awake 

and watch for Santa Glaus. 
He is so good to them, they want 

to see him. 
Santa Claus knows when children 

are asleep. He knows so many 

things. 
He knows who all the little boys 

and girls are. He knows what 

they want. 
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merry 

loud 

noise 

presents 

top 

spins 

table 

our 

This is Christmas morning. 

"A merry Christmas to you!" 

See the things good Santa gave 
May and Tom! 

Tom's horn makes a loud noise. 

His top spins a long time. 

May's doll can cry. She has a doll- 
buggy, and a little table, and a 
tea-set. 

What a good man Santa Claus is! 

Let us thank him for our presents. 

"Dear Santa Claus, — 

" We thank you for our presents. 
"May and Tom." 
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Santa Claus! 

We love you dearly. 

You are so good to us. 
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picture ! 
beautiful 
why- 
birthday 
should 
Christ 



See this picture of Christ! 

Is it not a beautiful picture? 

When does Christmas come? 

Why do we have Christmas day? 

It is Christ's birthday. 

That is why we have Christmas. 

What should we do on Christmas 

day? 
We should be kind and good. 
We should make some one happy. 
We should be happy. 
Let us be kind. 
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mouse 

try 

if 

dinner 

must 

from 



Fido, what are you doing? 
You must not get the little mouse. 
You can not get him, if you try. 
He is out of your way. 
See ! he does not run from you. 
He knows you can not get him. 
Go away, httle dogs, and let the 
mouse get his dinner. 
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nice 

spend 

their 

grandfather 

grandmother 

toys 

May and Tom went to spend the 
day with grandmother. 

Grandmother is glad to have 
them come to see her. 

They want grandmother and 
grandfather to see their toys. 

Tom took his little wagon. 

They put all their things in the 
wagon — the dolls, the books, the 
horns, the tea-set, and everything. 

They are glad to go to grand- 
mother's. 

She has something nice to eat. 

They love grandmother and 
grandfather. 
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poor 
sick 

to-night 
shoe 



There was a little girl named Rose. 

Her niama was poor, and had to 
work every day. 

It was Christmas time. 

Her mama was sick. 

" Will Santa Glaus come to-night, 
mama ? " 

"I think not, Rose." 

" I think Santa Glaus will not find 
your shoe to-night." 

" Yes, he will, mama, I will set my 
shoe out for him, and he will find it." 

Rose set her shoe out for Santa. 
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think any live 

fill basket 

What do you think Santa Claus 
put in her shoe ? 

Can you tell me ? 

]N'o, it was not a doll ; it was not 
a tea-set ; it was not a horn ; it was 
not any thing to eat. It was a dear 
little bird ; and Rose was very 
happy. Rose's mama was happy, 
too. 

Where did Rose live? What 
children leave their shoes for Santa 
Claus to fill? 

What children leave a basket for 
Santa Claus to fill? 

What children hang up their 
stockings for Santa Claus to fill? 



noon 


hose 


corn 


mill 


moon 


nose 


morn 


fill 


soon 


Rose 


horn 


pill 
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>te^ l^orth 
winter 
V. snow 
ground 
keep 
wheat 
pole 
cold 

Awaj up IN'orth the children feed 
the little birds in winter. 

They put the wheat on a pole so 
that the birds may eat all they want. 

This is a picture of the bird's 
winter dinner. 

The dinner makes the birds 
happy. 

In the IN'orth the snow is on the 
ground a long time. 

The children have to feed the 
birds to keep them from coming 
South. 
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It is warm in the South, and the 
birds can find something to eat. 

The birds can not find anything 
to eat when the snow is on the 
ground. 

Let us throw some crumbs out 
for the little birds when it is cold. 

You can make the birds love 
you, if you feed them, and if you 
are kind to them. 

There was a little girl who fed 
the birds every day. So they came 
every day to get the crumbs. 

She loved the little birds, and the 
little birds loved her. 
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REVIEW 

I am so glad that Christmas eve 
will soon be here. 

We will write Santa Claus to get 
us a top, a horn, a table, and a 
tea-set. 

We will hang up our stockings. 

We must not stay awake to 
watch for him. 

The merry children went to show 
their toys to grandfather and grand- 
mother. 

The dogs did not make a loud 
noise. 

You can not get the mouse if 
you try. 

Rose put her shoe out for Santa 
Claus to fill. 

Some wheat is on the pole. 

It is cold winter, and the snow 
is on the ground. 
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A TRUE STORY 

These were my pets. 

Their names were Belle and Ben. 

They were baby deer when given 

to me. 
They had beautiful spots on them. 
Belle was shy and would not let 

me pet her. 
She would run away from every 

one but Tom. 
She would let him pet her when 

he went to feed her. 
Ben was not shy. He liked to 

have fun. 
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shook glass broke struck 

He would meet me when I came 

home from school. 
He would put his head into my 

basket to find the dinner I had 

for him. 
He would try to get me out of the 

swing. 
One day he came into the house. 
He saw a deer in the glass. 
He shook his head at him. 
The deer in the glass shook his 

head, too. 
This made Ben mad. 
He struck at the deer with his head 

and broke the glass. 
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New 

Year 
bells 
January 
din 

doors 

open 

ho 

tripping 

shaking 



" Oh, I am the little 'New Year, oh, ho ! 
Here I come tripping over the snow, 
Shaking my bells with merry din. 
So open your doors and let me in ! " 



"A happy New Year to one and all ! " 
Let us make some one happy this 
New Year. Let us be kind and true. 
This is January. 
Sometimes snow comes in January. 
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Then we play snow ball. 

We make a snow man, too. 

It is fine to play in the snow. 

I can skate on the ice, too. 

Do you ever fall when you skated 

I fall sometimes, but I do not cry. 

(For concert drill.) 
POLITENESS 

"If a lady in the street. 
Or my teacher I should 

meet. 
From my head my cap I 

take, 
And a bow like this I 

make. 
IN'ow, I fold my arms so. 
To my seat I softly go." 

snow low boat 

throw sow coat 

blow bow goat 

crow mow float 

Diphthong ow = 6 sound, 
oa = 6 sound. 
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WINTER 

December 

January 

February 

SPRING 




SUMMER 



f^-^^::^:^;:^ 



sei- '^^ 




AUTUMN 

September 

October 

I^ovember 
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seasons ice summer 

spring flowers 

Can you name the seasons ? 

Which season do you like best ? 

Do you like winter with its ice 
and snow? 

You can play snow ball in winter. 

"Would you like to make a snow 
man? 

Do you like the spring with its 
pretty flowers and singing birds? 

In springtime you fly kites, play 
ballj and jump the rope. 

Do you like the warm summer? 

In summer you can play all day 
long. 

In summer you do not have any- 
thing to do but to grow, and grow. 

Who likes fall best, with its pretty 
red apples, and yellow leaves? 
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cage 

family 

down 

never 

should 

unhappy 



See this happy family t 

Two little squirrels and one little 
bird are in the family. 

The squirrels let the little bird 
have some of their nuts. 

The squirrels have their nuts in 
the hollow tree. They have a good 
warm nest in the hollow tree. 

They put their nuts away in 
autumn. 

Would you like to have these 
little squirrels in a cage ? 
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Would the squirrels be happy in 
a cage? Would you be happy in 
a cage? 

The squirrels love the sunshine 
and trees. 

They love to run up and down 
the trees. 

They love to jump from tree to 
tree. 

They love to get nuts and put 
them away for winter. 

Tom would not like to live in a 
cage. 

He could not be happy in a cage. 

We should not like to make any 
thing unhappy. 

Let us never put a squirrel in 
a cage. 

would could should 
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lie 
first 
reader 
clean 
keep 
very 
now 
George Washington new lesson 

The children are playing school. 

Rose is the teacher. She says, 
" We shall have our First Reader 
lesson. 

Your readers are new and clean. 

You must keep them clean. 

Ben, you and Frank may read 
the lesson about George Washington. 

Yery good ! Ben, tell us some- 
thing about George Washington." 
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" George Washington never told 
a lie." 

" May, you tell something about 
Washington." 

" He was a true and good man." 

" Tom, you may write something 
about him. 

What did you write?" 

" Washington was a true and 
good man." 

" Now, children, you sing about 
Washington." 

(For concert drill.) 

"I love the name of Washington 
I love my country, too; 
I love the flag, the dear old flag. 
Of red, white, and blue." 
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REVIEW 

Ben was mad and broke the glass. 

He struck it with his head. 

The bells ring, and the boys make 
a din on 'New Year's day. 

Spring, summer, fall and winter 
are the four seasons. 

The birds and squirrels are not 
happy in a cage. 

Now, you are in the First Reader. 

You should keep your new book 
very clean. 

You may read the lesson about 
birds and animals for me. 

You may tell about George 
Washington. 

George Washington would not 
tell a lie. 

He was a good and true man. 
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moon 

grows 

shines 

sky 

night 

light 

bright 

The moon is. round. ° 

The moon shines bright. 
It shines at night. 
It shines to give us light. 

"I see you, round moon, 
What do you do up in the sky?" 

"I see many sights. 
As I go on my rounds at night." 

"Oh moon, how round you grow. 
When you are new you are not so." 

We say "There is a man in the 
moon 



V 



night 
right 



lig:ht 
bright 



might 
tight 
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See! It is snowing. 

Snow fell in the night, for it is 
all over the ground. 

How soft and white and pretty 
the snow looks. 

I am so glad; for we can play 
snow ball and make a snow man! 

If mama will let us, we can go 
to the hill. 

What a fine time we shall have. 

We will take- a board for a sled, 
and down the hill we shall go. 
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month 

February 

send 

deeds 

valentines 

other 

letter 

call 

This month is February. 
February is the baby month. 
February has 28 days. 
All other months have 30 or 31 

days. 
To-day is February the 14th. 
What do we do on February 14? 
We send valentines to one another. 
A valentine is a kind little letter. 
It tells our friends we love them. 
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Valentine was a very kind man. 

He lived a long time ago. 

He was always doing kind deeds. 

We want to do something kind, 
too, so we write kind little letters, 
and call them valentines. 

We send them to the ones we 
love. 

Let us send mama and papa a 
valentine to-day. 

Dear Mama and Papa: 

I love you. 

You are my valentines. 

May, 
Dear Kuth: 

Will you be my valentine? 
I will be so kind and true ; 
And the sun will always shine, 
Always shine on me and you. 

Kate. 
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Baby John has his new cup. 

Uncle John gave it to baby John. 

He gave it on baby's first birthday. 

Baby John drinks milk from it. 

May has a little cup, too. She 
got her cup Christmas. 

May drinks milk fi'om her cup. 

She wants grandmother to use it. 

She will fill her cup with tea. 

She will put some cake on a plate. 

She will take them to her grand- 
mother. 
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. sail-boat 
river 

strings 
Galveston 




This is Frank with his little sail- 
boat. Frank lives by a river. 

Boats go up and down the river. 

Frank watches the boats go by. 

He goes down to the pond to sail 
his little boat. The wind takes his 
little boat away out. 

He says, " Sail, little boat, sail." 

He draws it back with a string. 

He says his boat is a big boat. 

He says it is filled with flour. 

It is going to Galveston. 

;N'ow it leaves for Galveston. 

I^ow it is at Galveston. 
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I shall sell the flour, and unload 
my boat. 

I shall load it with apples, bananas, 
and all kinds of good things. 

!N'ow it is leaving Galveston, and 
is coming back. 'Now it is back at 
home. 

Frank says when he gets to be 
a man he will have a big boat like 
the one in this picture. 
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rain 
^ sport 

'''^-^^./^ wet 
end 



bow 
pot 
gold 
umbrella 



School is out and the children 
are going home. 

See how it is raining, but they 
like to be out in the rain. 

They think it is fine sport. 

Their umbrellas are up, so they 
will not get wet. 

"See the rain-bow!" said John. 
All the children stop to look at. it. 

" Let us run to the end of the rain- 
bow to find the pot of gold." 

They ran on to find the end of 
the rain-bow. 
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At school, the children told their 
teacher about the rain-bow. 

She said, " Do you know what 
makes the rain-bow ? " They did 
not know. 

" It is the sun shining on the rain. 
Do you want to see me make 
the colors of the rain-bow fall upon 
the wall?" 

" Please make them for us," they 
said. 

The teacher held the prism in the 
sunshine, and there the colors were 
on the wall. 



I04 OVR COUNTRY'S READERS 

"Who will go to the board, and 
draw the rain-bow in colors ? " 

Ruth, May, and John went to 
the board. 

They made the rain-bow in colors. 

It was very pretty. 

Ruth said, "Is there a pot of 
gold at the end of the rain-bow?" 

The teacher said, "I know a 
pretty story about it." 

"Tell it to us, please." 

"I will at another time, if you 
are good children." 

"Rain-bow at morning, 
Sailors take warning; 
Rain-bow at night, 
The sailors' delight." 

PHONICS 

call tall wall 

fall ball small 
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coun- 
try 

blue 

brave 

pure 



We love the name of Washington. 

We love our country, too, 
We love the flag, the dear old flag 



Of red, white and blue. 



Eed says, "Be brave." 
Blue says, "Be true." 
White says, "Be pure, 
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president asked grass 

across soldier truthful 

far train hope sword gun 

John's papa is reading to him 
about George Washington. 

John's papa likes to read to him 
about George Washington. 

He showed Washington's picture 
to John, and said, "I hope my 
little boy will be a good man like 
Washington." 

When his papa had read about 
Washington, he asked John to tell 
him something about him. 

John said: "George Washington 
was truthful. He never told a lie. 
He liked to run, roll on the grass, 
and do like other boys. He liked 
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to play soldier, and to train the 
other boys as soldiers. 

" He lived in a beautiful home on 
a beautiful river. 

" He liked to see how far he could 
throw across the river." 

George Washington was our first 
president. 

George Washington is called the 
"Father of Our Country." 

He was a brave and good man. 

Every one loved Washington, for 
he was good, kind, brave and true. 

"To be like Washington I'll try," 
Said little John one day; 
So with a hat, a sword and gun. 
He ran away to play. 
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dandelion 

shining 

early 

fields 

seed 

wakes 

The dandelion is a pretty flower. 

Its head is of shining gold. 

Let us look for dandelions in the 
early spring. 

We can find them in the fields 
and in the parks. They grow in the 
grass. 

The dandelion goes to sleep at 
night, and wakes with the light. 

When it grows old, its head is 
white. 

Then it has gone to seed. 

The little seeds are very light. 

They fly away with the wind. 



OUR COUNTRY'S READERS 



109 




fun 



Kate 
dresses 
washing 
speech 



What fan Kate is having! 

What is she doing ? I see what 
she is doing. She is washing her 
doll's dresses. 

She says her doll is a bad doll. 

She will not keep her dresses clean. 

When Kate gets the dresses- 
washed, she will put them out in 
the sunshine. 

Kate will take doll to see Rose 
and Ruth. 

She will teach her doll a speech. 
Here is the speech: 



no 
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sister 
peep 
deep 
moun- 
tains 
wades 
high 



I have a little sister; 

They call her peep, peep ; 
She wades in the water, 

Deep, deep, deep. 
She climbs the mountains, 

High, high, high. 
Poor little thing! 

She has but one eye. 
What is it? 



peep 
deep 
sleep 
creep 



high 
nigh 
sigh 
thigh 



light 
night 
sight 
might 



thing 
sing 
wing 
ring 
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REVIEW 

The moon shines bright in the 
sky at night. 

The soft light falls on the hill. 

Valentines are little letters of love. 

Uncle John sent baby John a cup 
and a plate. 

It is fine sport to sail the boat 
on the river. 

Did you find a pot of gold at the 
end of the rain-bow ? 

What brave soldier vras truthful ? 

The flag of our country says, " Be 
brave, be pure, be true." 

Let us play on the grass in the 
fields. 

Kate is washing her doll's dresses. 

Good children say, " I thank you," 
and "If you please." 

Who was it that climbed the 
high mountain and waded the deep 
water ? 
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party 
upset 



Here are May, Kate, Ruth and 
Rose. 

They are having a doll party under 
the trees. May's mama gave them 
some cake and tea for their party. 

They play it is Thanksgiving. 

They tell their dollies that they 
must be thankful for this good 
dinner. 

May's doll upset her cup of tea. 

May sent her from the table. 

She said, " You must not be a bad 
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after swung good-bye 

unselfish help 

dolly. I will not take you to dinner 
with me if you are a bad dolly." 

Tom put up a swing for the girls. 

After dinner he swung them. 

Rose, Ruth and Kate are going 
home. 

They say, " Good-bye, May. Come 
to see us. We have had a fine time." 

When Kate gets home, she will 
put her doll away. Then she will 
help mama set the table. 

May and Tom will get their story 
books and read. 

May likes best the story about the 
unselfish little girl. 

Would you like to read the story ? 
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once upon heart Nan without 
nor met hungry hat stars 

Once upon a time there was a 
little girl with a very kind heart. 
Her name was Nan. 

She had no father nor mother. 

She had no home, and no kind 
friends. 

One day, she met a little girl 
without a hat. She said, "Dear 
little girl, you may have my hat; 
I can do without it." 

Then she met a man who was 
very hungry. Nan gave him her 
dinner. 

She said, " I can do without it." 
Nan kept on giving her things 

away. Then she went to sleep in 

the high grass. 

That night the stars sang happy 
songs to her. 

Nan was a happy, unselfish girl. 
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]^ed lives in the country. 

May and Tom went to see him. 

Ned was glad to have them come. 

It was fun to watch the cows, the 
pigs and the horses. 

There were so many things in the 
country to make them happy. 

They rode the horses. 

They helped ~Ned feed and milk. 

They would drink the milk, too. 

They watched the sun rise over 
the hill. 
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near 
blow 



% ocean 




7''VVs.^-^ waves 



hide- 

■litpv^i^^s^ '• and- 
seek 

The wheat field was near the house. 

May and Tom would play hide- 
and-seek in the wheat. 

They liked to see the wind blow 
the wheat. It looked like the waves 
of the ocean. They had been to the 
ocean once with their papa. 

One day, when May was looking 
for flowers in the wheat, she saw 
a bird's nest. She ran to the house 
to ask what kind of a bird it was. 

It must have been a lark, for they 
make their nests on the ground. 
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before loads stacks 

flour afraid mill 

II. 

They get up very early in the 
country. Sometimes they get up 
before day-light. 

At night Tom would say, "IN'ed, 
wake me when you get up. I 
want to ride to the field in the 
wagon." 

Tom liked to see them cut the 
wheat. 

He liked to ride on the big 
wagon-loads of wheat, when they 
were taking it to the stacks. 

He was afraid to get on the 
load at first. 

The children went to mill with 
Ned, too. 

They saw the wheat go into the 
mill and come out white flour. 
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May liked the dear little downy 
chickens. She wanted to pet them, 
but the old hen did not want May 
to take her babies. 

May was afraid of the old hen. 

When the old hen ran at May 
with her wings out, May dropped 
the little chickens and ran, too. 

The children liked to go into 
the wheat field to get flowers. 

They liked to hide in the wheat. 

That was the most fun of all to 
May, 
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A pond of water is near JS'ed's 
home. 

The children go to the pond to 
see the ducks swim. 

They said that it would be fine 
to swim like a duck. 

JS'ed can swim. Sometimes he 
takes Tom on his back and swims 
across the pond with him. 

This is fine fun for Tom. 

JS^ed said he would teach Tom to 
swim. 
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brought 
rabbits 
found 
always 



When May and Tom came back 
from the country, they found their 
Uncle John at their home. 

They are always glad to see their 
Uncle John, for he knows how to 
please boys and girls. 

He always brings them something. 

It was Tom's birthday, and his 
uncle brought him two little white 
rabbits. 

Tom said, "I thank you. Uncle 
John. Where did you get them ? " 

He brought May a story book. 



OUR COUNTRY'S READERS 



121 




rope 
pit-a-pat 
foot 
sorrow 
to- 
morrow 
skip 
care 



" Over your head and over your toes, 
That is the way the merry rope goes. 
Up with this foot and down that, 
Happy heart goes pit-a-pat. 
Over care and over sorrow, 
Skip to-day and skip to-morrow." 

Spring has come! See the girls 
with their jumping rope. See the 
boys with tops and marbles. 

How hapj)y they are that Jack 
Frost is gone. Now they can stay 
out in the warm sunshine. 
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The birds have come back from 
the South. 

They are singing their merry 
spring songs. They are glad that 
Jack Frost is gone. 

They are looking for a good place 
to build their nests. How busy 
and happy they are! 




The frogs have waked up from 
their long sleep. You can see them 
on the pond looking for a good 
place to lay their eggs. 

The busy bees are out, too. 
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REVIEW 

We swung, and played hide-and- 
seek at the party. 

Nan was an unselfish little girl 
to give the hungry man her dinner. 

Ned rode the horses and fed the 
pigs, in the country. 

Ned was not afi'aid to ride on 
top of the loads- of flour. 

The downy baby chickens sleep 
under their mama's wings. 

The ducks swim on the pond. 

I found the rabbits Uncle John 
brought me. 

Girls skip, hop, and jump the 
rope. 

The lark builds its nest on the 
ground. 




Little frogj little frog, where are 
you going? 

Fido, do not step on him. 

Kitty knows he is not a mouse 
so she sits very still. 

The frog cannot walk but he 
can hop. 

This is a toad frog. 

He does not live in the water, 
but he lives in damp places. 

After a rain, he hops about. 

He catches flies and other in- 
sects that eat our plants. 

We should be kind to him. 
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SPRING 

The alder by the river 

Shakes out her powdery curls ; 
The willow buds in silver 

For little boys and girls. 

The little birds fly over, 

And oh, how sweet they sing! 
To tell the happy children 

That once again 'tis spring. 

The gay, green grass comes creeping 
So soft beneath her feet; 

The frogs begin to ripple 
A music clear and sweet. 
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The buttercups are coming, 

And scarlet columbine: 
And in the sunny meadows, 

The dandelion shines. 

And just as many daisies 

As their soft hands can hold. 

The little ones may gather, 
All fair in white and gold. 

Here blows the warm, red clover. 
There peeps the violet blue; 

Oh, happy little children ! 

God makes them all for you." 

Celia Thaxteb. 
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(Test of Visual Vocabulary) 

What is pink? A rose is pink, 

By the fountain's brink. 

What is red ? A poppy's red 

In its barley bed. 

What is blue? The sky is blue 

Where the clouds float thro'. 

What is white? A swan is white 

Sailing in the light. 

What is yellow ? A pear is yellow, 

Rich and ripe and mellow. 

What is green? Grass is green 

With small flowers between. 

What is violet ? Clouds are violet 

In the summer twilight. 

What is orange? Why an orange 

Is just an orange. 

Christina Eosetti. 
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Spain 

need 

cross 

bread 

corn 



"Rain, rain, go to Spain 
And never come back again." 

Frank does not like the rain. 

See how cross he looks. He has 
a new kite, and he wants to fly it. 

His mama says, "Do not look so 
cross, Frank, we need rain to make 
us bread." 

"Rain does not make us bread,'' 
said Frank. " Oh yes, it does. The 
rain makes the corn and wheat grow. 
We send the corn and wheat to the 
mill. 



I30 OUR COUNTRY'S READERS 

miller meal again 

"The miller makes them into meal 
and flour, and we make bread of 
meal and flour. Everything must 
have rain." 

Then Frank said, " Rain, rain, go 
away, 

Come again another day." 

(To be memorized.) 

" Back of the loaf is the snowy flour, 
And back of the flour is the mill, 
And back of the mill is the wheat 

and the shower. 
And the sun and the Father's will." 





PHONIC EXERCISE 




boat 


our 


eat 


coat 


flour 


seat 


goat 


hour 


meat 


float 


sour 


neat 


loaf 


out 


ear 


soar 


pout 


dear 


roar 


shout 


hear 




One time the Man in the Moon 
wanted to get a drink with the 
Dipper from the Milky Way. 

As he was going to dip up a drink, 
the Big Bear growled, and the Little 
Bear howled, and it scared him so 
that he spilt it. 

Would you think the man in the 
moon would be afraid of a bear? 

Would you be afraid of a bear if 
you were the man in the moon? 
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spilt heavens 

What is the Milky Way? 

Can you find it? 

Can you find the Big Dipper in 
the heavens? 

Look to-night and see if you 
can find it. 

I shall see how many can draw 
it on the board to-morrow. 

Can you find the J^orth Star? 

Get papa to show it to you, to- 
night. 

(For concert drill.) 

" Ah, the man in the moon, 
As he sails through the sky; 
Is a most courageous skipper, 
But he made a mistake, when he 

tried to take 
A drink of milk from the dipper." 
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woods 
bought 
'^ took 
bottle 
could 

A TRUE STORY 

Do you see my squirrels? 

They once lived in the deep 
woods with their mother. 

A bad boy took them from their 
nest. 

One cold day he brought them 
to my house to sell. 

I brought them and made them 
a soft warm nest in a basket. 

I named them Pet and IN'an. 

They were so little they could 
not eat. 

I bought a baby's bottle for their 
milk. 
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themselves both pull 

They would drink their milk and 
play about like kittens. 

Soon they knew how to feed them- 
selves. 

I would fill the bottle with milk 
and put it in a warm place. 

When they wanted to eat, they 
pulled the bottle over. 

Sometimes they both wanted the 
milk. 

Then they would pull the bottle 
all over the house. 

Pet could take the bottle away 
from ]^an. 

They are big squirrels now, and 
play in the big trees. 
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HENRY W. LONGFBXLOW 



This is a picture of a great poet. 
He wrote poems about the home, 
about soldiers, and lovers, and In- 
dians, and many about children. He 
loved children dearly and children 
must love him. He calls himself an 
" Old Mustache " and invites children 
to come and play with him. 
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much 
because 




THE OAK TREE 

One time there was a man who 
loved an oak tree very much. 

He loved it because his grand- 
father had planted it. 

It was planted many years before 
this man was born. 
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He loved it because he played 
under it when he was a boy. 

He loved it because his father 
and mother had sat under it, and 
told Bible stories to the children. 

He loved it because he had often 
climbed to the top of it. 

When he was a man he went 
away from the old home, and the 
dear old tree. 

Every time he came back, he 
went to see the dear old tree. One 
day he took a friend to see it. What 
do you think? A man had an ax 
and was about to cut it down. 

He rode up and said, " Do not 
cut that tree down, please. That 
tree is my old friend. I love it, 
and 1 always come to see it." The 
man did not cut the tree down. 
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(George Pope Morris wrote this poem about the tree.) 
WOODMAN, SPARE THAT TREE! 

Woodman, spare that tree ! 

Touch not a single bough ! 
In youth it sheltered me, 

And I'll protect it now. 
'Twas my forefather's hand 

That placed it near his cot; 
There, woodman, let it stand. 

Thy axe shall harm it not. 

That old familiar tree, 
Whose glory and renown 

Are spread o'er land and sea — 
And wouldst thou hew it down ? 

Woodman, forbear thy stroke ! 

Cut not its earth-bound ties; 
Oh, spare that aged oak 

Now towering to the skies! 
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When but an idle boy, 

I sought its grateful shades; 
In all their gushing joy 

Here, too, my sisters played. 
My mother kissed me here; 

My father pressed my hand — 
Forgive this foolish tear, 

But let that old oak stand. 

My heart-strings round thee cling. 

Close as thy bark, old friend! 
Here shall the wild-bird sing. 

And still thy branches bend. 
Old tree! the storm still brave! 

And, woodman, leave the spot; 
While I've a hand to save. 

Thy axe shall harm it not. 
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